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FRIENDS CHILDREN, 


By ANTHONY PURVER. 
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E AR little Friends, not tainted yet with Ill, 
By Senſe not biaſs'd, nor miſled by Will; 
Whoſe (a) Angels with th' Almighty's Beck attend, 
Now view his Face, now watch the Child and Friend : 
You, whom the (5) Lord approves, whom Men admure, 
Whom Fathers love, and (c) Mothers do dere, — 4 


To you the flowing Counſel I impart, , 
Freſh as it ran (4) this Morning through my Heart. 0 
Where Parnel, Ah! ſo dear! ſo young became : x 


Prey to the Mob, and thoſe who Mobs inflame : 27 
3 When 
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(a) Mat. xviii. 10. (5) Mat. xix. 14. (e) 2 Sam. 2 I 
xvlii - 33, Se. Gen. XXX. $3 Se. (4) 2 2d of the 8 
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When Truth divine he then, and oft, had taught, 

> For Truth (e) contended, and for Truth had wrote; 
Which he did with his precious Life maintain, 
Preaching, (/ convincing, when upon the Chain 
From Priſon led with Felous to be try'd, 

And carried back, by cruel Uſage dy'd. 


Fear, fear the Lord, his awful Preſence fear, 
And dare not ſin, for he is ever (g) near: 
Behold w:th;x the Light of Jeſus ſhine 
Serene and ſaving, chearing and divine; 
Walk in this Light, and by it all Things ſee, 
Both what you are, and what you onght to be 
Abroad, at Home, in Company, alone, | 
At School, at Meals, at Work, at Reſt, *tis one. 


When in the Streets you wicked Wards do hear, 
This mind, it foon will bid you not give Ear, 
And looking at wain Sights, that you forbear : 
Go when it tells ye you ſhould go your Way ; 
The Peace of God will then be yours that Day. 
It 
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(e) Jude iii. %) Particularly Elizabeth Wink field, 
who was convinced by him, and who preached the ſame 
Truth when upwards of an 100 Years old, at the Town 
where he died, being carried 18 Miles for that Purpoſe 
at her own Defire, (g) Pſalm iv. 4. 
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| Et. 3 9 
mM Cena; that worſt of Snares, refrain, a 
Let them entice, but ſtill entice in (4) vain : 


How will your Parents, or your Friends, rejoice, 
When they ſhall hear their Childrens happy Choice ! 


How will they love you, and the ſilent Tears 
Beſpeak their Hopes of your increaſing Years! 
What Pray'rs and Wiſhes in their Boſoms ſpring ! 
What Thanks, for you, unto their God and King! 


parents beſt know, whoſe anxious Minds have born 


Care for their Offspring, Day, and Night, and Morn: 
The joyful. Tidings which ſalute their Ear, 


When of their Childrens Ci ſhunning Sin they hear, 


What pleaſing Paſſions vary in their Breaſt, 
When the (4) young Victors bravely thus conteſt ? 


Watch all your Words, and ever ſpeak the Truth - 
What more belov'd, or comely is, in Youth ? 
Lye not in Jeſt, nor in a trifling Thing ; ; 
"Tis ſtill a Lye, and may to greater bring: 
Tho? it ſhould not! Would'ſt thou the Truth thus ſell > 
Thus forfeit (I) Heaven, and thus purchaſe Hell? 
If by Neglect, by Chance, or otherwiſe, 
A Dread of ſome Di/plea/ure ſhould ariſe, 
Humbly declare it unto them you fear, 
And thus make Way that they the Truth may hear, 

A 2 . I onde 


4 Prov. i. 10. (i) Prov. iv. 14, 15. (4) Gen. 
XXXIX. 9. 12. (1) Rev, xxi. 8. 27. Heb. xii. 16. 
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I doubt J'e ſomething done that is amiſi; 
Be not diſplrat d, I' tell thee what it is. 
What Parent, or what Friend, will angry be, 
When Youths ſo honeſt, and fo Obs they ſee ? | 
Dire not to pleaſe, nor imitate the Nice; 'P 

Be like good Friends, and follow their Advice : 
The Rich Man, gaily cloth'd, is now in (u) Hell; : 
And Dogs did eat attired (=) Fezabel. 


Nor learn to je, nor () Sacred Things abuſe, 
True Hiſdom learn, and all ſuch Wit refuſe : 
This leads unthinking Youths by Rote to rave, 
By Rote to reaſon, and forſooth, talk grave; 
Be“ Deifts firſt, then what the Dev'/ would have. 


Defire not many Things, nor here much y) Love; 
© Young Friends, your Portion is in Heaven above: 
Here you muſt live a Self-denying Life, 

And ſhare with us in Suffering, Scorn, and Strife; 
Here ſhun the Liberties which others take, 

And yield up all for Holy Jeſus' Sake. 


Speak 


(m) Luke xvi. 19, Sc. (a) 2 Kings ix. 30, Ge. 
(e) Mat. vii. 36. * By Deifts is here meant ſuch 3s 
turn from the Chriſtian Faith. (p) 1 Tim. vi. 7, 8. 
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"TY truly ſtill with Thou and 7 . to One. 

As unto God; and feed the Pride in None; 

Give them no flattering Titles, tho? they ſcoff, 

Leſt God () provok*d, ſhould quickly cut you off. 
Him only did not the (7) three Children fear, 

And with their Hats before the King appear ? 

What Faithful Friends have ſuffer'd in this Kind 
Trample not on, but often call ro mind : 

The ſame znerring Light, if kept unto, 

Will ſhew yen what it did your Fathers ſhow. 


When thou haſt warned been in this, my Deas, - 
Not Man to fatter, nor yet Man to fear; | 
Then doft thou know thy Lord and Maſter's Will, 
And thine 'tis then for ever to fulfil: | 
He that tranſgreſles, how can he expect 
God ſtill to ſpeak, if he it Rill neglect 2 
Thus if thou art not mov'd by Sncer or F rown, 
Angels from Heaven with Pleaſure will look down, 
And lend their Ears to hear Trath's Language told; 
The (5) Foe be filenc'd, and the Child ſo bold: 

A Plaudit through th' eternal Courts will ring, 
And Praiſe, for thee, ta the Cœleſtial King. 
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With Friends and Elders when you gather'd are 
In Jeſus? Name, his (7) promis'd Preſence there; 
No u/ele/5 Sights, nor Trifles, then attend, 

But leave the Child at Home, and wee the Friend: 
There wait to feel the d Pow'r arile ; 

There breathe to God your Wiſhes and your Sighs ; 
His Spirit there, that beſt of Gifts, is giv'n, 
Which lifts and wings the Soul from Earth to Heav'n: 
The Dorner, by whoſe (2) Promiſe it is due, | 
Will . rk it; He lov'd Children, and loves you. 


If ny Friend is raiſed to 41 
The Goſpel Truth, in Spirit draw thou near, 
That (x) Face to Face may be as in a Glaſs, 
And mutual Life to him and thee may paſs : 
Others will be encourag'd, ſtill behind, 
When thy Behaviour and Concern they find; 
And will be glad to wiſh themſelves like thee 
Their Pattern: Thou wilt their Example be. 
And when a Friend in Pray'r, by Pow'r divine, 
His Lips ſhall open, and his Knees incline, 
Join to adore thy Saviour, God and King, 
_ in his Praiſes, and thy ()) Off' ring bring; 


Renew 


eh Mar. xviii- 20. (e) Ads ii, 39, (x) Prove 
XXVIl- 19. (y) Mat. xxi. 15, 16. 
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Renew th* Engagements of thy Soul above, 
And bathe in Oceans of Eternal Love, 

If thou art willing more to know and ion, 
| Viſit thy Friends, and oft at Meetings be; | 
There may'ſt thou learn (for theirs will be to ew) 
How Truth does proſper, what its Valiant: do; 5 
Whoſe worthy noble Acts will there be known, 
And ſwell thy Soul with Paſſions like their own :; y 
Such Paſſions as the dying Martyrs felt, 
Nor did the Fire they paſs'd their Courage melt ; 
Such as the Saint when to his God he kneels ; 

And ſuch as he who ſpeaks Heaven's Meſſage, feels. 
With Gales like theſe cannot this World inſpire, | 
Emit this Light, nor kindle up this Fire : 

How dull, how languid, earthly Pleaſures are! 

A Round of Folly, Diſcontent and Care. 

How mean is it to quarrel, play, and feaſt, 

And by no other Motives than the Beaft. 


Finally, Children, Idleneſ5 avoid 

The virtuous Youth is ſtill (and well) employ'd : 
Thy Books, the Garden, and thy | Father's Art, 
At Home may uſeful Bus'neſs oft impart : 

There recreate thyſelf, and think it well 
To ſhun the Paths, which others lead to Hell; 
And may the Bleed Spirit you direct, 5 4 
Directing, govern ; governing, protect. | 
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"And You, their Parents, Your Aſſiſtance lend 4 

explain and make ſucceſsful what is penn*d ; " 
This let them learn, repeating leiſurely, 

hen aſk, or tell them, what is meant thereby 2 


Watch over them; 'tis worthy well your Care, 5 

O think what Parents to their Children are!!! 
dians for God; who likes you, or who blame: . 

Fathers and Mothers, venerable Names! BF 


Learn hence your Duty to your Offspring dear, 
rom Love to them, and to th* Almighty Fear ; 
So double Happineſs may you attend, 


For theirs is yours, and both's your faithful Friend, ⁶ 


2 Anthony Purver, 
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